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The Kvarner gulf, the northernmost inlet of the eastern Adriatic, served from the earliest times, thanks to its favourable natural features, as a crossroad of paths, exchange route:
and social communications. From the late Bronze Age onwards, primarily metal finds testify to its continuous contacts with Dalmatia, Istria and the western Adriatic, acting as a
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Imported pottery on the Kvarner, as evidence not only of the transfer of goods, but also of the transfer of ideas and cultural practices, makes its appearance with Daunian, and
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New data yielded by both excavations and surveys allowed the identification of
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ware were known from Krk, Kastav and Osor, the import of north/central italic
KASTA\‘ black slipped ware, mostly plates, but also lamps, Is a new occurrence so far e
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R'J EKA Recent excavations of an urban context at Krk yielded a full assemblage of Hel
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with an overview of types and shapes that circulated in the area, and which adc
up to the finds of the previously excavated necropolis. On the island, relief ware
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hint to the importance of the latter as a harbour and distribution centre.
. The presence of Hellenistic ware on coastal sites, as far inland as Kastav, Inc
cates that not only seaborne trade supplied these centres, but that land commu-
CR I KVEN ICA nications were active in the distribution of imports as well.
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Although the presence of Greek and Hellenistic pottery in the Kvarner area is no
a novelty, a reassessment of data and new finds indicates their use in settle
ments and in necropolises, which is indicative of a widespread use of imported
pottery within the autochthonous communities of both the coast and the is-
lands. Their mixed provenience is indicative of contacts with both the southern
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